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CHAPTER IV. 


ay 
Ancient Buildings of Nantucket Continued. math 


In 1799, during the administration of John Adams, a 

’ direct tax was levied on the people of the United States, / 
and under the required procedure it became necessary to | 

{ name the streets. In Nantucket this work was under the es 
supervision of Isaac Coffin, Esq. His list of streets was re- aa 
corded in the Registry of Deeds, and is of the highest value if 

for historical purposes, as it not only delineates and names ms 

all existing ways, but designates the owners of three hun- wnt 
dred houses and localities. ra 

This list will be given entire with notes and explana- vai! 
tions, the Coffin schedule in heavy type. The houses marked mi 

* are not standing in 1906. i 


Academy Lane. North-east corner of house* of Enoch a 
Coffin then in a zig-zag course, west, north and west by Ah 
house* of George Clark to the Academy.* N 


Coffin’s house stood on the west side of Centre street ; 
the Clark house on the north side of the Lane directly south 
from the old Vestry on land owned by Miss Madeline Mixter. 

The Academy was located a few yards north of the 
present High School Building on the south side at the west 
end of Academy Lane. A writer to the Massachusetts 
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Historical Society in 1807 stated that it was not in use, 
but. was “employed as a private school.” In 1800 the land 
whereon the Academy stood was sold by George Clark to 
Shubael Coffin, Rowland Gelston, Jonathan Myricks, Jr., 
and Joshua Coffin as a committee for the owners and pro- 
prietors of the Academy. In 1818 they conveyed the prop- 
erty to the First Congregational Church. 


Angola Street. South Mill street westward on south side 
of houses* of Joseph Painter, Peter Boston and west to 
house* of Benjamin Paddock. 


In another place New Guiney is described as the Negro 
town or village south and east of the wind mills near house 
of Hezekiah Russell. Angola street is in this region. Bos- 
ton and Painter were colored families. 


Ash Lane. North-west corner land Jedidah Fitch, near his 
house* on Centre street, east near house* of Paul Gard- 
ner, Jr. 


This is the narrow street extending from Centre to 
North Water north of the Ocean House. The Fitch House 
stood on the land connected with the Ocean House and 
Gardner’s House was on the corner of Centre and Broad. 
The Ocean House was built in the early part of 1845 by 
Jared Coffin. The brick annex was erected by the late Eben 
W. Allen, when he was conducting the property as a hotel. 


Ash Street. At house of Levi Joy, Centre street, east by 
house* of Jethro Mitchell. 


The Joy house was on the north-east corner and was 
probably built about 1765 by David Joy for his son Levi who 
later moved to Hudson and sold the house to Thomas Smith 
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in 1799, and the house is owned in 1906, the north half by 
Mrs. E. B. Coffin and the south by the heirs of Barzillai 
Pinkham. The Mitchell house stood on the north-west 
corner of North Water street and Ash. 


Back Street. North-east corner Tristram Swain, Jr., on 


Orange street, west by house of Sylvanus Russell to 
Pleasant street. 


In the south part of the town Union street joins Orange. 


Back street is the first street north of the junction, which 
extends west. 


Barnard’s Court. Pleasant street at house* of Jonathan 
Gardner, west to house* of Andrew Barnard. 


This is about half way between Main and Mill streets, 
and leads west to the premises owned in 1905 by Joseph S. 


Barney. At the west end of this land stood the house of 
Andrew Barnard. 


Barton’s Lane. Pleasant street, south side house heirs Seth 
Coffin to Pine street, near house* Francis Coleman. 


This is the second street south of Farmer. At Pine 
street this lane would appear like a continuation of Lyon 
street west. 


The Coffin house was that in 1905 owned by Sylvanus 
Mowry. 


Beach Street. Richard Mitchell’s house*, north to foot of 
the cliff. 


No such street is now known. It was probably a short 
passway that once existed west. of the land whereon the 
Point Breeze Hotel now stands. 
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Bear Street. North-west Peltiah Swain’s house* on Pleas- 
ant street, east to Orange street, south side Tristram 
Bunker house*. 


This street joins Orange at the Railroad crossing. 


Beaver Lane. South-east James Clark’s house on Union 
Street by south side house* of William Wyer, west to 
Orange street. 


This is the second street north of junction of Orange 
with Union street. 

The Clark House is now owned by Charles B. Cathcart 
and is one of the oldest houses in that section. The original 
house was a small leanto with very large chimney. Several 
additions have been made, all probably previous to 1800. 


Black Horse Lane. South-west Barnabas Coleman house*, 
east to Water street by house of Laban Mitchell.* 


This has been closed since the fire. It was a narrow 
passway from Federal street east a few yards south of 
Broad. 


Brennan’s Lane. Mill street near Brewer’s Corner, north by 
house* built by Francis Coleman, to New Mill street. 


This road was north of Mill Hill but has been closed 
for many years. 


Broad Street. North-west corner of Ebenezer Calef’s house* 
on Centre street, east to New North Wharf. 


The house of Ebenezer Calef stood on the south-east 
corner opposite the Ocean House on land which was the 
northernmost Wescoe Acre lot and owned in 1726 by Jede- 
diah Fitch and later conveyed to his son-in-law Ebenezer 
Calef. The new North Wharf is now owned and used by 
the Steamboat Company. 
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Beach Court. North-west corner house* of Ichabod Al- 
dridge, west by house* of Andrew Brock and house* of 
Nathan Barker. 


This is now called Brock Court, and extends to houses 
of Capt. Barzillai Burdett and the late Henry C. Pinkham. 


Ichabod Aldridge had two houses, one at each corner 
of the Court at the junction with Liberty. That on the 
north-west corner was purchased in part by the late Thomas 
B, Field, and an attempt was made to transform the build- 
ing into a Wind Mill. 


Brewer’s Lane. North-east corner house* of Joseph Swain 
on Federal street, west by south side of house* of Obed 
Barnard to Centre street. 


Before the great fire a passway existed between Cen- 
tre and Federal street, which was a continuation easterly 
of Hussey street, and on the 1830 map it was called Brown’s 
Lane, but it was closed after 1846. 


Bunker’s Court. North-west corner of Liberty and Pearl 
street to north-east by Grindall Gardner’s house and house 


of heirs of Caleb Bunker in Egypt. 


This was opened by the heirs of Caleb Gardner in 1799. 


/ To understand this description, the present course of Hussey 


street from Centre to Liberty should be kept in mind. In 
1799 Hussey’s Court extended from Centre west a few feet 
beyond the corner of Westminster street. The other end 
of Hussey street was Bunker’s Court, and it reached a point 
a few rods distant from the west end of Hussey’s Court. 
Later the intervening space was crossed by a lay-out, and 
the whole named Hussey street. 
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Grindall Gardner’s house is the gambrel roofed cottage 
on the east side near Liberty street, and was built for him 
about 1772 on land that was part of the Homestead of 
Caleb Gardner. It is an unusual type, being gambrel roof 
on the front side only. In 1803, Elizabeth, widow of Grin- 
dall Gardner, sold it to Abraham Coffin and Emeline Coffin 
in 1868 conveyed it to Henry G. Brown. In recent years it 
was occupied by Capt. Benjamin F. Brown. 

The house of the heirs of Caleb Bunker was the Caleb 
Gardner mansion on the north side of the street as it curves 
to the eastward. It was built by Caleb Gardner in 1733, 
and is an example of the house of that period. In 1906 
it belongs to the descendants of Alex E. Drew. 


Candle Street. North-west corner warehouse* or store of 
Peleg Coffin on Main street, south by Benjamin Baker’s* 
house to Washington street near Lydia Giles’*. 


This is the street along which the Railroad extends 
from Main street south to Washington. 


Centre Street. South-east corner house* William Hammett, 
north by Thomas Gardner’s gate to Chester street. 


The land at the junction of Main and Liberty streets 
was set off in 1728 to the heirs of Joseph Gardner and in 
1799 was conveyed by Matthew Jenkins to Hammett. It 
was purchased by Dr. Oliver C. Bartlett in 1810 and trans- 
ferred by him to the Pacific Bank in 1818 and the present 
brick building was then erected. During the fourteen years 
of its existence before that date the Bank had occupied a 
building on the land now the location of the Roman Catholic 
Church. 


A few yards north of Lily street at the junction of 
Centre and West Chester is the entrance to the houses in 
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the region called Gull Island which in 1799 was owned by 
Thomas Gardner and later by his son Capt. Charles Gard- 
ner. In recent years the section has been owned by Joseph 
and Benjamin Sheffield and Mrs. Harriet Riddell. By an- 
cient usage the term “Island” imparted not only a tract 
surrounded by water but upland surrounded by swamp. 
Possibly the Lily Pond may sometimes have encircled Gull 
Island but the other definition seems more appropriate ac- 
cording to modern conditions. 


Centre street was laid out in 1678 when the Wescoe 
Acre lots were divided and so was one of the first to be 
opened within the present limits of the town. It was always 
popular as a residential locality, but south of Broad street 
most of the houses were destroyed in the Great Fire. 


The Methodist Church, by many called “The Chapel”, 
occupied land which in 1733 Jethro Starbuck gave to his 
son-in-law Richard Mitchell and where the latter built a 
house. His son Peleg in 1822 sold the property to the lead- 
ing Methodist, of Nantucket, Dr. Oliver C. Bartlett, and then 
the present church was built. The property in 1823 was 
transferred to Trustees John Jenkins, Perez Jenkins, Solo- 
mon Folger, Nathaniel Rand, Jonathan Smith, Walter Cure, 
Frederic Worth, and William Jenkins, most of whom had 
belonged to the Teaser meeting on Fair street. These two 
congregations united about 1853. According to the recol- 
lection of persons who had an opportunity to make the com- 
parison there was a wide difference between the methods 
pursued by these two societies. The early Methodists 
favored a vigorous style of worship and hence attracted 
people of certain temperaments. But this developed to such 
an extent at the Teaser, that some of the members felt the 
necessity of establishing a more subdued form and so they 
built the Chapel. 


On the east side of Centre, and north of Step Lane, is 
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a three-story house own 
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Chestnut Street. South-west corner house* of Bachelor 
Hussey on Centre street, east by house* of Caleb Macy 
on south side of Water street. 


This was laid out in 1719. At the south-west corner 
of Federal and Chestnut, before 1700, stood a house owned 
by Stephen Hussey. In the great fire an ancient house on 
this spot was destroyed, and may have been the Hussey 
dwelling. 


Coffin Court. South-east of house of Joshua Coffin, west 
from Centre street fifty rods. 


This is now called Gay street, and Coffin’s house was 
on the corner of Centre where later lived George Cobb. 


Chester Street. Francis Joy house*, west by houses of 
Tristram Pinkham*, Valentine Pease* and John Brock. 


Probably the oldest street on the Island. It extended 
from Capaum to the Great Harbor and is mentioned as 
early as 1671. Along its line ran the ditch that drained 
the Lily or Wescoe Pond. Water power on Nantucket was 
never of much value but the settlers had to use it, however 
weak, so on this ditch between Centre and North Water 
streets they built a mill, that appears to have been a failure 
no doubt because of the feeble power of the brook. But 
being the road that connected the two harbors it inevitably 
became the most important of the early thoroughfares of 
the Island and for the first half century of Nantucket under 
the English was the principal line of communication be- 
tween Wannacomet and Wescoe. It was on this way that 
the Meeting House and Town House were built, and near 
it were erected many of the dwellings occupied by the first 
settlers. 


The Francis Joy House, « | 
stood on the north-east corner of (>). - : 


4} 
} 


the lot r occupied by 1 ' : : 

on the lot yo i a ? faMine of ; treete The Josiah Barker house stood next north of the Roman 

and directly across ‘orth W Grouard, Catholic church on the lot occupied by the house of the late tf 
The John Brock house ! | Joseph B. Macy. 
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of I H l Coal or Cod Lane. Main street by south-west corner house* | 


xr Brock his grandson. It oe wned by i i | 
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Coffin house. Owing to Its posit Major | near house* of Jethro Coffin. 
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: apts Pond * ie This lane extends by the Brick Building occupied as an 
The Paddock house stands a { Pe ' auction and furniture room at the lower end of the square. 4) 


the Horseshoe house. It is a ver : 
although it was probably built bet n 172 F te 
Nathaniel Paddock, the owner of the « od 


t ire, Copper Street. Milk, near Zebdial Gwinn’s house*, south 
Ss by through Allentown by Edward Allen’s house*, south and 
It re east by Wind Mills to the Cow Bars near James Johnson’s 


mained in the Paddock family until 1763, when Paul Pad Pond in Newtown. 
dock sold to Christopher Hussey ; 1777, John } k: 1810 } 
David Brown; 1812, Joseph Earle; 1818, Robert | way, This Pond was opposite the Asylum on the west side of ry 
by whose descendants it is still owned. Orange street. pal 
On the west side of the Lily Pond, North oie cee Edward Allen was a contractor and built several houses 4) 


on Copper street. 


extends to Chester. On the SOUL a t corner Of wWese On the east side of Copper near Milk is an old leanto ., 
streets stood the house of Valentine Pease. which was owned by Elias Ceeley and later by Capt. David 
The Pinkham house stood next west to the house of : ’ Cartwright. It was moved there about 1800 from the ; 


Joseph C. Chase which in 1906 was purchased for a par- Matthew Myrick land at junction of Mill and Milk streets. 


J , rregati al Church. 
Congregational ; nine has been £6 2 Crown Court. Centre street at south-east corner house of ay 
The part of Chester street west of Centre has pees Willams“ Brocks Acute intamee’ o@ Siaaa ieee ae : 
named West Centre street. Jonathan Myrick Jr. 
\ 
Cambridge Street. Federal street at the south-west corner This is now Quince street, and was opened in 1719. The 

of house of Josiah Barker*, east by house* of Pegg) Wye William Brock house stands on the corner opposite the ( 
on north side and on north side of house* of Wilson Raw- Engine House, and in 1906 is owned by Timothy C. Pitman. i 

‘ The Myrick house was built about 1795 by Mrs, Ann | 

son, to Old North Wharf. : Gelston, and she sold it to Myrick in 1797. It is standing if 

south-west corner of on the north-east corner of Quince and Westminister streets. 1 
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west by Job Thurston’, he er James Cy 


Marvin to Pine street. use* ang bee en house: 
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The Cartwright hous, 
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later owned by Mrs. Susan ©. wy); : Henry Barnard eee 
This street is said t se 
that name who came from Boston : med from a man by 
of Charles Folger. mn and married the sister 


Dover Street. Obed Luce house*, west by house* of 
PD se 
Butler and house* of Jeffrey Simmons to Pleasant trea 


i¢ ds the ohana next north of York and extended from 
Pleasant to Union, the Obed Luce house being on the latter 
street. 

The Mary Butler house was on the corner of Orange 
street. 


Duke Street. Main street east of Joseph Marshall’s house*, 
west and south by south side E. Heath’s house* and 
houses of William Clark*, James Newbegin*, heirs Wil- 
liam Coleman north and west to Shearpen. 


This was one of the early roads from the original loca- 
Harbor, and previous 


tion of the town east to the Great ‘ 
to the removal to Wescoe had many houses on both ee 
particularly in the part west of Crooked Lane. It pase 
from Main street a short distance Barnes 
The Shearpen occupied a tract near meme S| his 
Elihu Coleman was a carpenter, — “ is located 
homestead where he lived over SiXt¥ aa 1 1862 the prop- 
a short distance east of Hummock cng we and by him 
erty was purchased by the late William Hosier’, 


we 


yielded to the influences of two centuries. At his death 
the homestead passed to his son 
A few rods east of the 
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An attempt was made wai 
the stream was called Mill Brook. On the north 


The name Duke street met with no favor, and was 
discontinued, 

Of the many dwellings that lined the street a century 
ago, with the exception of the Elihu Coleman 
a vestige remains. 


house, not 

Eagle Lane. Pine street near house* of Patience Black, east 

on south side of Job Swain’s house* to Fair street, east- 
ward of Seth Russell's house*. 


At the south end of Fair street, this Lane extends west 
to Pine street, 
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In some of its course this is merely a cy, : 
a clearly defined way. Where now appear, one and not 
in 1799 stood three. Several references ay, fe mill, 
Rope Walks. They stood on the hill occupieg by a Of the 
pect Hill Cemetery. € Prog. 


Fair Street. North-east corner house* Paul Gay dna 
south by house* of Jonathan Macy house of Cate 
er, south to West Monomoy shores. 


> Senior; 
ge Bunk- 


In 1717 when the Fish Lot Division was laiq oyt Pair 
street was opened across the shares. The Gardner house 
stood at the south-west corner of Main and Fair streets and 
was taken down nearly fifty years ago. The George Bunker 
house stands at the south-west corner of Fair street and 
Hiller’s Lane. This house and that of James Cartwright 
filled the space between Darling street and Hiller’s Lane. 
Fair street ends abruptly at a house. This is the line be- 
tween the Fish Lots and West Monomoy shares, the house 
being in the latter division. 

The house taken down recently next to the corner of 
Main street was in part an older structure than appeared. 
The south-east corner including the pilastered chimney was 
built by Benjamin Gardner shortly after 1727. oe 

On the south-west corner of Fair and Lyon ey 
half a century after 1799 stood the First gee seta 
usually called “The Teaser Meeting House. Bunker the 
was purchased from Nathaniel and a Rand, Bl A 
Trustees were Samuel Barrett, Ebenez¢? vel Bigelow 


Pease, Grindall Gardner, John Sherman, — Perez Jel 
and Dr. Oliver C. Bartlett. Later Simeo” all had bee? 


kins were Trustees. Several of these if a Church. 
previously connected with the Congregat!© 
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The first Meeting House was built in 1799, and shortly 
before 1840 was taken down and another built on the same 
lot. When the latter was dedicated flags were used to dec- 
orate the building, and in a prominent place was displayed 
the large flag with a huge “T” painted on it, which belonged 
to the sloop Teaser. From this circumstance the place was 
afterwards known as the “Teaser Meeting House.” 


The original Coffin school stood on the east side of Fair 
street about 100 feet north of Lyon street, on the lot in 
recent years owned by Thomas §. Ames. The building was 
erected as a private institution about 1823 on land con- 
veyed by John, Perez and William Jenkins to the Trustees 
of the Nantucket Lancasterian School. After the endow- 
ment by Admiral Sir Isaac Coffin, a special act of the Leg- 
islature was passed incorporating the Admiral Sir Isaac 
Coffin Lancasterian School, and the property conveyed 
to the new Corporation. 


Farmer Street. North-east corner house of Jethro Pinkham 
on Fair street, west by Christopher Swain’s house to Pine 
street. 


This street is the next south of Darling, not counting 
Macy’s Court. The Pinkham house is still standing on the 
south-west corner of Fair and Farmer. The Christopher 
Swain house is the gambrel roof dwelling on the north side 
near Pleasant. In 1768 Thomas Bunker sold to Swain 
““where the house of Swain now stands.” Between 1755 and 
1756, Thomas Bunker married Anna, the sister of Swain, 
and the house was built during that period. It was later 
owned by Abishai and Owen Swain, and in 1906 by Albert 
Clark. 
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Madison Lane. Union street, north-east corner store or 
warehouse* of Joseph Rotch, then William Rotch; west 
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Gardner Lane. South-east corner house of Samuel Riddell 
on Fair street, west to Pine on side of house of Alexander 
Gardner. 


Riddell’s house was on the west side of Fair street 
between Moose and Gardner Lane, and was conveyed to him 
in 1781 by Shubael Pinkham. In some of the old deeds this 
is called Gardner’s Lane, because the land on both sides was 
owned by George Gardner and his descendants. 


Gardner’s Lane. Pleasant street, near house* of Prince 
Gardner, Jr., west by his cooper shop to house* of Ben- 
jamin Paddock, Jr. 


The Brick House on the south-west corner of Pleasant 
and Mill streets is now owned by H. B. Williams. The 
premises of Prince Gardner were just south of this house. 
This passage way has been closed for years. 


Gardner Street. South-west corner house of Christopher 
Starbuck, north to Liberty street, near house of widow 
Eunice Gardner. 


In a deed from Ebenezer Gardner to Zaccheus Macy, 
dated 1763, this right-of-way was conveyed, and it has been 
opened since. At that time the house of Christopher Star- 
buck, in 1906 owned by Mrs. Benjamin G. Tobey, was in 
its present location. This house belongs to the period after 
1720, and was placed on the lot about 1756. 

On the corner of Gardner street and Howard is a house 
for several years owned by Patrick Cox. Henry Mitchell 
said the house stood on Duke street near Crooked or Long 
Lane, and was sold by Jonathan Coleman in 1771 to his 
son-in-law Samuel Riddell, and later it was moved to its 
present location. 
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This illustrates a source of perplexity that is constantly 
appearing in the investigation of the old houses of Nan- 
tucket. Buildings are found in which the construction 
seems to ante-date the period when the land could have been 
occupied. The only explanation is that the houses were 
first erected elsewhere, and then removed to the present 
position. This is probably true concerning the Christopher 
Starbuck house. 


Grave Street. Milk street, near Zebdial Gwinn’s house*, 
north and east of Friends Burial Ground to Main street. 


In recent years this is named Saratoga street. One of 
the famous buildings on this street was the “Big Shop” 
where George and: Reuben Coffin carried on boat building, 
and which was used as a club room evenings. Here were 
held anti-slavery meetings when other halls were refused. 
It was located about one hundred yards north of Milk street 
on the west side, and was taken down some years ago. 


Green Street. Reuben Starbuck’s house*, west by Simeon 
Starbuck’s house* to Grave street, near Friends Burying 
Ground. 


On the north side of Milk street at its junction with 
New Mill is the house of Thomas Starbuck. This was once 
a Starbuck neighborhood. Next west of this house is a 
small dwelling owned by Charles H. Macy. Between these 
two houses is a street that extends a few yards north and 
then west where it united with Vestal. According to the 
modern condition it does not reach Saratoga street. 

Reuben Starbuck’s house stood at the first angle north 
of Milk. On the lot now occupied by Macy was the house 
of Jethro Starbuck and in the vacant lot next west was the 
house of Simeon Starbuck. 
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Madison Lane. Union street, north-east corner store or 
warehouse* of Joseph Rotch, then William Rotch; west 


which 
Lane 
258 James 
Coffin, 
High Street. Pleasant street at south-west corner of the 
old Poor House*, east to Pine street, between house* of 
Reuben Coffin and land of the Town of Nantucket, where x with 
the old Jail* and the old Poor House* stand. York 
This street is next south of Summer. In the descrip- 
tion of Prison Lane the New Poor House is mentioned. How iliam 
early the town established a poor house and jail on High ‘offin*, 
street cannot be determined. They were probably there as olger* 
early as 1761, and soon after 1800 they were taken down. ridge. 
Hiller’s Lane. North-east corner house of George Bunker, ut the 
west by south side of house* of Jonathan Long, the bar- 
ber, to Pine street, by school house*, of Elisha Macy. corner 
in the 
This is the first street north of Darling. 
north- 
Hussey Court. Centre street, north-east corner, house* of leanto 
Stephen Hussey, west by Mary Bernard’s house. Macy 
house 
This is now the east part of Hussey street, and was 
opened in 1758. The Barnard house is still standing on the ion of 
north-west corner of Hussey and Westminster streets, and 
is owned by Josiah F. Murphey. It belongs to the leanto th and 
style of single house, and has the typical one story addition owned 


to west side. It was probably erected in its present location 
about 1758 by Timothy Barnard, the father of Libni, who 
left it to his widow Mary. It has some indications of be- 
longing to an earlier style of construction, and may have 
been removed from some other situation. Bunker’s and 
Hussey’s Courts now form Hussey street. 


Independence Lane. Federal street, south-east corner, John 
Cartwright’s house*, west by house* of Ebenezer Coleman 
to Centre street. 
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On the north side of Main street between Centre and 
Federal, is a continuous row of brick blocks. The line of 
the street is very different from what existed before the 
Great Fire. Then the corner of Federal street reached a 
point so far south of its present position, that it coincided 
with the north line of Liberty street. After the Fire the 
town widened the street by taking a strip of land and 
placing the street line in its present location. Before that 
change in the rear of the buildings on Main street and ex- 
actly following the line of Rose Lane which extends west 
of Centre, was a narrow passage way from Federal to 
Centre. This was Independence Lane. The engine house 
on Centre street covers its end. The house of John Cart- 
wright occupied the same land now owned by H. 8. Wyer. 


Jefferson Lane. Fair street, south-east corner house* of 
Bartlett Coffin, west by north side of house* of Abishai 
Hayden to Pine street by house* of Francis Coleman. 


Next north of Eagle Lane. 


Liberty Street. South-east corner of Peleg Mitchell’s 
house*, west by house* of Benjamin Fosdick, Silvanus 
Starbuck*, Ichabod Aldridge*, Solomon Coleman* and 


Seth Ray, north to Chester street by house* of Valentine 
Pease. 


This street was laid out in 1678 with the Wescoe Acre 
Lots but there is no evidence of any houses being built 
thereon before 1720. After the removal of the residences 
to Wescoe this street was soon occupied. 

The Peleg Mitchell house stood on the corner now coy- 
ered by the M. E. Church. 

The house designated as that of Benjamin Fosdick is 
the double leanto on the north side a few yards west of 
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Madison Lane. Union street, north-east corner store or 
warohanse* of Joseph Rotch, then William Rotch; west 
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Winter street. In 1801 he devised the west half to his 
son Benjamin and the east part to his son Reuben. Ten 
years before he had conveyed to his son Peter “where he 
lived.” This was the house at the head of Winter street 
owned by Josiah F. Barrett, sheriff. 


The west half of the Homestead was conveyed to Ed- 
win H. Swain and then to Jesse Baker and in 1906 is owned 
by Mrs. Hodges. The east half was transferred by Reuben 
Fosdick to Capt. William Calder and is now owned by Mrs. 
Emily Coffin. This house belongs to the style in vogue in 
1720 and later and was probably built by Benjamin Fosdick 
between 1740 and 1750. 


On the west edge of the Lily Pond is a curious weather 
beaten two-story gambrel that was built by Seth Ray about 
1798 and in 1802 sold by him to Nathaniel Barrett and since 
known as the Barrett house. 


Few persons realize the curious course of the series of 
roads included under the name of Liberty street. Starting 
at Centre street, its first direction was west, but after 
reaching Gardner street it follows a snake-like track through 
Egypt around the Lily Pond, and finally joining Chester 
street. Valentine Pease’s house stood on the south-west 
corner of Chester and Liberty. 


Next west of the Chapel is the house built by Jonathan 
Barney about 1756. His wife Lydia was the daughter of 
Jethro Starbuck. 


Next west is the house that was built by Barnabas 
Pinkham in 1748; sold in 1791 to Uriah Swain, and in 1815 
to Paul West. Under his charge it became considerably 
improved, and is marked by unusual elegance and good 
taste. The frame was heavy, and the timbers though en- 
cased, indicate its early construction. It is probably one 
of the first houses on the Island built with both front and 
rear two stories in height. 
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Further west on the same side and near the head of 
Walnut Lane is the Nye House, an old leanto built about 
1740 by Thomas and William Starbuck, and in 1743 con- 
veyed to their sister Jemima Allen, the wife of Silvanus. 


On the south-west corner of Liberty and Walnut Lane 
is a house which though certainly very old has been the 
subject of much error and conjecture. It has been asserted 
that it was the first house built on the Island and was 
moved from Maddaket where it had been erected in 1665. 
It belongs to the regular 1720 type of leanto house and 
might be expected to date about that period except for the 
fact that it fronts to the north. 


The land was set off by the Proprietors in 1723 to 
Thomas Macy and the house could not have been there be- 
fore that date. In 1745 he conveyed the land on both sides 
of the Lane between Main and Liberty streets to his three 
sons and provided that each should have the house where 
he lived. This gave all on the east side of Walnut Lane 
to his son Francis, and on the west side the Main street 
end went to Robert, and the Liberty street land and house 
to Nathaniel. The house was there at that date and the 
only inquiry is how much earlier. The records indicate that 
Thomas Macy did not live in that locality. Nathaniel Macy 
was married about 1741. These facts would lead to the 
conclusion that the house was built on this land about that 
date. There is a possibility that the house was moved to 
its present location and that it was first constructed else- 
where. If this were established it would probably also ap- 
pear that it was first built near Capaum and not later than 
1720 because it belongs to that period and could not have 
been planned at a previous date. 


Lily Street. South-east corner, cooper shop* of Peter Folger 
on Centre street, south-west by Amos Wood’s house.* 


——— — 
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The shop stood on the lot now occupied by the house of 
the late Joseph B. Swain. 


Lyon Street. North-east corner shop* of Thomas Coffin 
near his house* on Orange street, west by George Swain 
and James Swain’s house* to Pine street. 


The Swain houses were on Fair street, and the Teaser 
Meeting House was later built on the south-west corner of 
Lyon and Fair. 


Long Lane. South-east corner house of Benjamin Mer- 
chant, north and west by house of William Gardner, 2nd, 
north to north shore, or Wannacomet lot or pasture. 


This lane is west of No Bottom Pond, and begins at 
Duke street where the Merchant house was on the north- 
west corner. 

At the south-east corner of Long Lane and West Ches- 
ter street was the house of William Stratton, and south, 
that of Dennis Manning. 

This was also called Crooked Lane. 


Macy Court. Gardner street at house* of Richard Macy, 
west by south side house of Thomas Snow by north side 
house of Zaccheus Macy, Jr., and westward. 


This is the first passway north of Main street, now 
called Howard street. The Macys owned the land between 
it and Main street. The Zaccheus Macy, Jr., house is stand- 
ing and is owned by the Austin sisters. It is on the south 
side of the street. It was a leanto, fronted south back to 
street. In 1866 the sloping north roof was raised to two 
stories in height. It was probably built by Zaccheus Macy, 
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Jr., who married about 1790, but the house was probably 
moved from some location where it had been erected years 
before, as it belongs to a style in vogue about 1720 to 1750. 


The house of Zaccheus Macy stands on the north-west 
corner of Main and Gardner streets. 


Macy Lane. Fair street, north-east corner Benjamin Coffin 
house*, west by Shubael Macy and Jabez Macy houses to 
Pine street by house* of Josiah Calder. 


South of Darling street west from Fair is a court ex- 
tending to an old house formerly owned by the family of 
Reuben Allen. This is all that remains of the lane opened in 
1758. The west part was once called Pump Lane, and has 
been closed. The Allen house was once the residence of 
Stephen Macy, and is in 1906 used by Benjamin Robinson 
as a carpenter shop. It was a leanto, facing south, with a 
large chimney at east end. The brick were of full standard 
size, laid in clay that was used in place of mortar. The 
frame shows bracketed corner posts and beams of oak. It 
may have been moved there from some other part of the 
Island, but could not have been located in its present posi- 
tion before 1717 when the Fish Lots were laid out. It is 
one of the very few houses that face south and stand end 
to the street, the only street in 1717 being Fair. If built 
in 1717 small sized brick might have been expected instead 
of the modern standard style. On the other hand the use 
of clay instead of mortar seems to be ancient. There was 
no clay filling between the walls. The frame is remarkably 
sound for a house of such age. 


There is a tradition that the house in which the first 
Thomas Macy lived at North shore was moved to town after 
1730 and rebuilt near this Reuben Allen house. 
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Madison Lane. Union street, north-east corner store or 
warehouse* of Joseph Rotch, then William Rotch; west 
to Federal street near house* of John Cartwright, which 
is bounded on Federal street and Independence lane. 


Madison Lane was a continuation of Independence Lane 
east of Federal street. 


Maiden Lane. Union street, north-east corner house James 
Whippey, west to Orange street by land of Silvanus Coffin, 
deceased. 


This street is nearly opposite the junction of York with 
Orange and for many years has been called Lower York 
street. 


Main Street. Straight wharf west by houses of William 
Macy*, Peleg Coffin, Zaccheus Macy, Timothy Coffin’, 
Timothy Gardner*, Joseph Marshall*, Frederick Folger* 
and Jethro Folger* to west Shearpen and to Cambridge. 


This was probably an open way before 1700, but the 
first mention in the records is 1726. 

William Macy’s house stood on the north-west corner 
of Federal and is probably the same building shown in the 
view of this street in the Atheneum Library Room. 

Zaccheus Macy’s house is still standing at the north- 
west corner of Main and Gardner streets. It is a leanto 
after the style in vogue between 1730 and 1750. Macy 
bought land of Barnabas Gardner in 1748 and the house 
may have been built about that time. 

Joseph Marshall’s house stood near the junction of 
Duke street, west of Saratoga. 

Cambridge was the name applied to the farm north and 
west of the north head of Hummock Pond, which was owned 
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before 1700 by Nathaniel Starbuck. j,, aa 
tury before 1905 it has been owned by Bait. er h 
descendants. 

At the Head of Main street On the nor : 
residence of the late George C. Gardner, 7 th sic 
the house known as the Lowell house, ang 
is the time-looking leanto owned by Hiram Fole 
father. Both were built by Gardners, and fit and his 
history. The land on which they stand was wae € a long 
Richard Gardner’s farm called “Crooked Record t of Judge 

The Lowell house is first mentioned in 1769 y} 

¥ axle . nen th 
heirs of Joseph Gardner div ided his real estate. This h € 
and land was assigned to the son Charles, who in 178 sold 
it to David Rand in whose family it remained until ise 
and by several deeds it passed to Judith P. Lowell the owner 
in 1906. It is reasonably certain that Joseph Gardner never 
lived here and in the division it is designated as “the land 
whereon the house of Charles stands.” Charles was mar- 
ried about 1740 and this would correspond with the style 
of construction found in the house. It belongs to the same 
style as the Paul West house having the frame of a 1720 
leanto but is full two story front and rear. This style pre- 
vailed from 1745 to the date of the Revolution. This was 
probably built between 1740 and 1750 by Charles Gardner. 

The Folger house was owned and occupied by Barnabas 
Gardner who was married in 1718. This house in 1789 
passed to Laban Gardner who sold it in 1804 to Benjamin 
Whippey and in 1821 he conveyed it to Alfred Folger. Es 
1905 the owner is John E. Backus. Barnabas Gardner died 
in this house in 1768 and it is a question how much wee 
the house was built. It belongs to the same period an 
style as the Major Coffin and Elihu Coleman nari 
ba built in 1724. James Gardner the father of re infer 
died in 1723 leaving this land. It would be 
that the house was built from 1725 to 1" 
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Peleg Coffin’s house stood on the south-west corner of 
Main street and Ray’s Court. See “Turner's Alley.” 

The house of Timothy Coffin stood on the lot now oc- 
cupied by the house of Edward H. Perry, on the corner of 
Howard street. 

East of the Lowell house is an open lot where in 1799 
stood the house of Timothy Gardner. 

The residence of the late Capt William Baxter on the 
north side of Main street and next west of the house of 
Edward H. Perry is unique in being the only example of 
the Dutch Cap roof on the Island. The land was part of 
the Gardner Crooked Record, and in 1770 was conveyed to 
Edward Cary. According to the period when such houses 
were common in New Bedford and vicinity, it would be 
expected that this house was built about 1800. Probably 
it was not many years before or after that date. In 1815 
Robert Cary sold the property to Reuben Baxter. As Ed- 
ward Cary’s own Mansion stood on the south-west corner 
of Main and Orange streets, it seems probable that the 
Baxter house was built for the son Robert. 


Martin’s Lane. South-west corner house* Jonathan Gorham 
Fitch on Fair street east to Orange by Joseph Coffin’s 
house.* 


Joseph Coffin’s house stood on the north west corner of 
Orange street and this lane, where Josiah Macy built the 
house now on the lot and in 1906 owned by Mary F. Ham- 


mond. 


Milk Street. Main street at Town House*, south-west by 
houses of Thomas Starbuck, William Starbuck*, Zebdial 
Gwinn*, to south of Abraham Hoeg’s house to the north 
of the Ropewalk, to William Ellis in Uppertown. 
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The facts concerning the reMova} or er 
to the junction of Main and Milk street, ee 
presented; also the location of Thomas Stars e already bees 
head of. New Mill street. UCk’s house ne 

The Hoeg house was sold to him ip 1798 
Rotch, and had been there some years mes by William 
Hoeg. In 1810 it was sold to John Adlingto wre by 
family it remained until recently. It stands 2 a whose 
side of the street opposite the east end of the ‘ye: 1€ north 

a . al ground, 

The Rope walks were on the hill at the highest 
tion in the cemetery. shah, 

The Ellis house stood south-easterly from the Elih 
Coleman house. Uppertown was an indefinite region 6 
the vicinity of the Hummock Pond. 

On the south-east corner of Milk and New Mill streets 
stands the house owned recently by James B. Coffin. It was 
built by Matthew Myrick shortly after the Revolution, and 
is an excellent specimen of the popular Nantucket House 
of that date. 

The William Starbuck house stood on the south side of 
Milk, west of New Mill in a lot between the houses of 
William Allen and that of Isaiah Folger. 


leva- 


boat builders’ shop* 
Ray’s house to 


Mill Street. Pleasant street near the 
of Sylvanus Macy, west by Alexander 
Charles Bunker’s mill* and west to the Rope Walks. 

Jared Coffin 

about half 

north side 


This street extends on north side of the 
brick house. The Ray house is still standing 
way between Pleasant street and Risdale on the 
of New Mill. «fn, there 

At the time this list was prepared by Isaac pe: were 
were three wind mills on the Mill Hills- And ture 
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standing as late as 1830 when William Coffin made a map 
of the town. The present mill belonged to Charles or 
Timothy Swain, and was the easternmost. 

The Charles Bunker Mill stood near the spot where 
Mill and New Mill streets would meet and there was one 
Mill between these. 


Moose Lane. North-east corner land of Samuel Riddell by 
his house* on Fair street, west by George Russell’s house 
to Pine street by house* of Alexander Gardner. 


This is the first street south of the Building of the 
Historical Society. Intentionally or by mistake it has 
recently been called Moore’s Lane. 

Riddell’s house stood on the south-west corner of this 
lane and Fair street. 


Mulberry Lane. Orange street by the north-west corner of 
Enoch Ray’s house, east by David Harris to Union street 
under Quanaty Bank. 


This street is next south of Flora. Quanaty Bank is 
the hill that is east of Orange street and extends from 
Main street nearly to the junction with Union street. 


New Lane. North-east corner house* of Charles Folger, 
north through the Gardner Burying Ground by pasture 
of Albert Gardner north to Chester street, which leads 
westward of house* of Stephen Barnard and house of 


John Brock. 


This lane leads north from the head of Main street to 
Chester. 


Newtown is the south part of the town of Nantucket. 
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New Guiney. Negro town or village south sti 
Wind Mills, near house* of Hezekiah Ry... f the 
The Russell house was on Pleasant streg; near 


of York, where lived the family of Samsom p the head 


ompey, 


New Dollar Lane. South-east corner house 
north to Milk street, between house* of ¢ 
and house* of Ruth Barnard. 


of Job Macy 
amuel Coleman 


This is now Risdale street. 


The Job Macy house is still standing on the north-w t 
corner of Mill street. <S 
At Milk street the Barnard house was on the east 


corner, and the Coleman on the west. 


New Mill Street. George Myrick’s house* south-west by 
house of Tristram Folger, 2nd, on south side to Wind 
Mill* of Charles Bunker and westward. 


The Folger house is the first on the west side south of 
Milk, and is owned in 1905 by Thomas Caley, and pre- 
viously by William Rivers. 

The George Myrick house stood in the garden between 
the houses of Thomas Mack and James B. Coffin. 


North Street. South-west corner Francis Joy house*, north 
by Barzillai Folger house* and house* of Ebenezer Coffin, 
west by house* of Robert Clasby and house of Matthew 
Worth and so to western Shearpen. 


and North 


The Joy house was on the corner of Chester ®”  y 
streets and was taken down within a few Y°@"® by 


S. Grouard. 
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The Folger house stood on the hill on the east side of 
the street in the yard of Mrs. Nevins and was taken down 
by her in 19038. 

The Western Shearpen was located near Maxcy’s Pond. 

On the south-west corner of Centre and North streets 
is the ancient house owned by Mrs. Jane L. Turner. From 
1800 to 1850 it was the Homestead of Thaddeus Folger. 
It was probably built between 1740 and 1750. 


North Beach Street. New North wharf south-east corner, 
Francis Joy’s store or warehouse* to corner of cliff. 


This is the usual road to the Cliff Bathing Beach. The 
Joy warehouse stood where the brick store of Hadwen and 
Barney is located. 


North New Lane. North street by north-east corner Josiah 
Coffin’s house, south by Francis Folger’s house to Chester 
street, by house* of Francis Gardner. 


The Josiah Coffin house has already been described. 

The Francis Gardner house stood on the east side of 
the Lane where now is located the house of Eben W. Francis. 
When the cellar of the present house was being excavated 
a silver tablespoon was found marked 1665 and the initials 
R. G., thus marking the spot as the residence of Judge 
Richard Gardner. It had been erroneously supposed that 
his house was below the hill and nearer the Lily Pond. 


Orange Street. Main street by Thomas Delano’s house* 
south by houses of Seth Coffin, Joseph Coffin, Thomas 
Coffin*, Mary Butler*, Jonathan Upham*, Solomon Folger 
to Newtown gate by house* of William Cash. 
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The Thomas Delano house stood on thax 
ner of Main and Orange, and was taken dow wth-wes ! 
Folger to build the present brick building n by Philip H 

Joseph Coffin’s house stood On the oan ; 
Lane; the Upham house on the South-wes} 1e} 
liams’ Lane, and the Butler house on the 
street. 

The Newtown Gate was a barrier across the 
the first mile stone. In the days when sheep 3 
largely followed, and in the years before 1821 when was 
sands of sheep roamed from one end of the Island 28 
other, convenience required that some arrangement ts ee 
vised to keep them from the town. Gates were established 
at the roads that gave access to the residential] scbtian 
There were several others, but the Newtown Gate bela 
passed by all who sought Polpis or Siasconsett was more 
famous and was in use as late as 1840. 

While Orange street was opened in 1726, yet for some 
reason not apparent, the old houses were removed more 
generally than in any other street in the town. In the space 
between Main street and the Asylum, just one mile long, 
the ancient dwellings have given place to modern structures. 

Opposite the South school is the house of Seth Coffin, 
which was built probably between 1740 and 1750. 

South of York street on the east side are 
of delapidated exterior which may not be as old as the 
Revolution. On the side streets, east and wes! of Orange 
still remain many structures of the olden time, but the 
main thoroughfare to ’Sconset with these 
street of modern houses. 
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to 

shows some old framing. The house of Col. Brayton op- xt } . 
3 posite the Block was built about the same time. z, f 
, At the Railroad Crossing on the east side of Orange ah 
j street is an old appearing house of the leanto style, placed pai t i 
Na . in that location about 1756 by Christopher Baxter. It re- se Hi 
4 mained in the Baxter family for over half a century and e 
a was then owned successively by Benjamin and Peter Ray- a a 
- mond and Alexander Bunker and in 1895 was purchased by Pe, aN 
4 William Modley. Its form suggests an earlier construction ‘45 
ys than 1756 and there is a possibility that it was erected T; an y 
A here by Jabez Macy or moved from a prior situation but aN, 
Pity the records are silent as to either fact. de ; bg 


Oak Street. Water street by house* of John Pinkham, west 34 
to Federal street, south side house* of Ebenezer Davis. in 


, Sane, 


This street extends along the north side of the Athe- of A 
neum. 


f Pearl Street. Water street at south-east corner house* of n, a 

f Jethro Hussey, west by houses of Benjamin Walcutt, rt, aM 

Ki Nathaniel Coleman, Ebenezer Rand, Uriah Bunker, 2nd, to 4 
. Liberty street, near house* of Ichabod Aldridge. ra + 


It was provided for in the layout of Wescoe Acre Lots 
in 1678. % 
Jethro Hussey owned the land east of the Atheneum. 5 
In the attic of his house the Union Lodge of Free Masons 
met before 1792. In the west section are several inter- 
esting houses. On the south side a short distance west of 
Centre is the gambrel which was built by Silas Paddock 
about 1767. From 1791 to 1829 it was owned by William Bie 
Barnard, and it was then conveyed to George Paddock whose 4 
descendants have since owned it. 
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East of this, standing at an angle with the street, is a 
late leanto owned recently by Mrs. Judith Mitchell, and 
placed on that lot by John Morris before 1762. The tradi- 
tion that it was moved there is supported by the position 
of the house, the lot being too small to allow it to be placed 
squarely on the street. According to a writer in the Port- 
folio in 1811 this street was called India Row from the 
number of residents “who reside there in ease and affluence.” 
It was a better name than “Pear!”. 


Ichabod Aldridge owned and occupied two houses at the 
head of Pearl, both removed. On the north side of Brock’s 
Court was a double house which the late Thomas B. Field 
attempted to transform in a wind mill. On the south-west 
corner of the Court and Liberty street was the other which 
was his later residence. 


Pine Street. Main street at north-west corner of house of 
Joseph Swain south by Fish lots, west side house Micajah 
Coffin, William Ramsdell*, James Swain* and Francis 
Coleman* to West Monomoy shores, near Pompeys. 


The Joseph Swain house stands across the end of Win- 
ter street and was owned in recent years by the late William 
Hussey Macy. It was built as a leanto the south roof 
sloping down to one story, but this has been raised and 
made two stories. The house was erected about 1740 to 
1750 by John Barnard and by him sold to Swain 1762. 


The west line of the Fish Lot division was along Pine 
street. 


The Micajah Coffin house is standing on the north-east 
corner of Charter street. 


Francis Coleman’s house was on the east side between 
Lyon and Jefferson. 
The Ramsdell house stood on the west side at the head 


of Darling street where is now the house of John Appleton. 
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The Pompeys were colored people who lived near the 
junction of York and Pleasant streets. 


Pleasant Street. North-east corner Friends Meeting House* 
south by houses of Walter Folger, Reuben Hussey*, Heze- 
kiah Russell, Molly Quinn, Nathaniel Whippey, south and 
east to Newtown Gate by house* of William Cash. 


From 1790 to 1834 the south-west corner of Main and 
Pleasant streets was occupied by the Meeting House. 

This street north of Mill street for many years has been 
a favorite section for residences, but the houses now stand- 
ing are mostly modern structures built after the Revolu- 
tion. Several have the large center chimneys and were 
built about 1800. On the west side next north of the corner 
of Mill is the Obed Macy house built at this period, and 
1905 owned by Mrs. Emily W. Hollister. 

The large brick house was built by Jared Coffin between 
1835 and 1840. 

On the east side, south of Summer, is the Folger house, 
the residence of the late Capt. James Wyer. 

The Reuben Hussey house stood on the east side oppo- 
site the brick house of H. B. Williams. 


Plumb Lane. Orange street at south-east corner house* of 
Benjamin Glover, west between houses of David Upham 
Giles*, by Timothy Jackson to Fair street near house* of 
Ebenezer Barnard. 


A family lived in the vicinity named Plumb for whom 
this street was named. 


Prison Lane. Milk street north-east corner of Elihu Coffin 
house*, west on the south side new Poor House to Grave 
street, near Friends Burying Ground. 


iS, 
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This is now named Vestal street. The Jail occupies the 
land whereon the new poor house stood and the building 
above mentioned may be one of those standing on the lot 
in 1905. 

The Elihu Coffin house stood on the north-west corner 
of Milk street. 

On the east side near Milk street stands the house 
where Maria Mitchell was born. The house was built in 
1790. 


Ray’s Court. North-east corner Uriah Pinkham’s house*, 
west by house of Daniel Black to house of John Ray. 


The Pinkham house stood on the same site as the build- 
ing of the Historical Society. 

The house of John Ray stood on land on the south side 
of the Court owned in 1905 by Sidney Chase. The Court 
as above described did not extend to Main street, the Main 
street end being named Turner’s Alley. The two were 
joined before 1830. 


Rose Lane. Centre street at south-east corner Henry 
Clark’s house*, west by house* of Tristram Coffin, painter, 
to Tristram Gardner’s land. 


This Lane extends along the north side of the Methodist 
Chapel. 


The Clark house was taken down in 1904 by Henry M. 
Upham, and a new building placed on the lot. 


Salem Street. East side Old South Wharf west by the north 
side brick store of Shubael Barnard and north side house* 
of Abner Briggs to Joseph Barker’s land. 


oo Loe 
y—>Y T » i> 
% = 
bY a 
so = 
276 


Sea Street. Water street between house* of Aaron Mitchell 


and house of Robert Brayton to the sea shore, Brant Point 
near the Lighthouse. 


This street is the continuation of Step Lane or Chap- 
man Avenue, east of North Water. In the above description 
and also in that of Water street no distinction is made be- 
tween Water and North Water, although the two are not 
continuous. In later years the section north of Broad is 
named North Water, and the other South Water street. 

The house of Robert Brayton is on the north-east cor- 
ner of Sea and North Water streets, and in recent years 
was owned by Albert Easton. 


Silver Street. Grave street at the south side of house* of 
Sarah Clasby and continuing east. 


The street above described in recent years began on 
Milk street and extended north between house of Alexander 
Macy on the east and Stephen Gibbs on the west, then west 
to Saratoga street on north side of Lot Fisher’s house. For 
many years the name “silver” has been applied to a street 
between Orange and Pleasant next south of the lower end 
of Fair street and the name has not been used in relation 
to the former way. 


School Street. Fair street, at south-east corner Thomas 
Coffin Jr., house to Pine street, on north side of Zenas 
Coffin’s house. 


The Thomas Coffin house in 1905 is owned by Hon. 
Thaddeus C. Defriez. 

Zenas Coffin was son of Micajah and left the largest for- 
tune ever accumulated on Nantucket. He was the father 
of the late Charles G. and Henry Coffin. His house stands 
next north of his father’s on Pine street. 
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South Street. James Johnson’s pond, near the cow bars 
east to Newtown Gate, near William Cash house.* 


James Johnson’s Pond was on the west side of Orange 
street opposite the Asylum and crossed by the Railroad. 

William Cash’s house was on a hill to the north and 
near the first Milestone. 


South Mill Street. House of Crispus Gardner, west and 
south to mill of Charles or Timothy Swain, it being the 
Mill road. 


The house of Crispus Gardner or more properly Gard- 
iner, stands on the west side of Pleasant street, about one- 
eighth of a mile south of Mill street. It is a leanto, faces 
south and was in that location in 1745 and possibly earlier. 
That year it was conveyed by Jonathan Folger to his son- 
in-law Stephen Chase and has been owned by his descen- 
dants to the present date. Crispus Gardiner, a descendant 
of Lyon Gardiner of Long Island, married Margaret Chase 
the daughter of Stephen. It was later owned by their 
daughter Lydia the wife of Cyrus Hussey and by the latter 
conveyed to their daughter Margaret Cary. 

Margaret Chase’s brother Reuben was the original of 
Cooper’s Long Tom Coffin in the Pilot. Among the de- 
scendants of Crispus and Margaret Gardiner were men and 
women of great physical stature. 


Spring Street. Washington street, north-west corner of 
store* of Samuel Riddell, east by the north side of Bar- 
zillai Stetson’s house*, north by Paul Gardner and Son’s 
candle factory to Whale street. 


Spruce Street. Orange street east by south side house* of 
Freeman Ellis, Uriah Bunker and Obed Bunker on Carr’s 
Point in Newtown, and so to the Meadows. 
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South Street. James Johnson’s pond, near the cow bars 
east to Newtown Gate, near William Cash house.* 


James Johnson’s Pond was on the west side of Orange 
street opposite the Asylum and crossed by the Railroad. 

William Cash’s house was on a hill to the north and 
near the first Milestone. 


South Mill Street. House of Crispus Gardner, west and 
south to mill of Charles or Timothy Swain, it being the 
Mill road. 


The house of Crispus Gardner or more properly Gard- 
iner, stands on the west side of Pleasant street, about one- 
eighth of a mile south of Mill street. It is a leanto, faces 
south and was in that location in 1745 and possibly earlier. 
That year it was conveyed by Jonathan Folger to his son- 
in-law Stephen Chase and has been owned by his descen- 
dants to the present date. Crispus Gardiner, a descendant 
of Lyon Gardiner of Long Island, married Margaret Chase 
the daughter of Stephen. It was later owned by their 
daughter Lydia the wife of Cyrus Hussey and by the latter 
conveyed to their daughter Margaret Cary. 

Margaret Chase’s brother Reuben was the original of 
Cooper’s Long Tom Coffin in the Pilot. Among the de- 
scendants of Crispus and Margaret Gardiner were men and 
women of great physical stature. 


Spring Street. Washington street, north-west corner of 
store* of Samuel Riddell, east by the north side of Bar- 
zillai Stetson’s house*, north by Paul Gardner and Son’s 
candle factory to Whale street. 


Spruce Street. Orange street east by south side house* of 
Freeman Ellis, Uriah Bunker and Obed Bunker on Carr’s 
Point in Newtown, and so to the Meadows. 
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This street was between the Asylum and the Railroad 
crossing. 


Summer Street. Pleasant street, north-west corner of 
house* of Simeon Russell, east by house* of Joseph Chase 
and house of Barnabas Paddock to Pine street. 


Joseph Chase lived where is now the Baptist church. 


Tillet Street. Washington street, north-west corner house* 
of Benjamin Mitchell, east by north side house* of old 
Samuel Barker, east of Harbor. 


Trader’s Lane. Main street, north-east corner house of 
Samuel Barrett, south by house of Peleg Bunker to 
Summer street. 


This is the first street east of Pleasant leading south 
and passes by the side of the Baptist Church. 


Turner’s Alley. Main street, north-west corner house* of 
Peleg Coffin, Esq., south by west side house* of John 
Howes. 


This was the part of Ray’s Court extending south from 
Main street, nearly opposite Walnut Lane. The Peleg Coffin 
house stood where is now the brick house of Charles G. 
Coffin. Peleg Coffin was Treasurer of the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts 1797 to 1801. The house was devised 
by Josiah Barker to Peleg Coffin’s wife Eunice, who was 
Barker’s daughter, and in 1805 she sold it to Dr. Rowland 
Gelston, whose heirs sold it in 1831 to Charles G. Coffin, 
the builder of the brick house. 

The small house south of Main street on the east side 
of Ray’s Court, which has been recently taken down by 
Sidney Chase, in 1798 was sold by Baker Turner to John 
Howes. From Turner the Alley was named. Apparently 
in 1799 it had not been extended to Ray’s Court. 


ne 


279 


Union Street. North-east corner land of Josiah Barker, Jr., 
near his house, south by west side house of Ruth Coffin, 
Joseph Wyer, Christopher Mitchell, David Chadwick,* 
William Ray, Jr., to Newtown Bridge, where it falls into 
Orange street. 


Josiah Barker owned the land where the Masonic Build- 
ing stands in 1906. 

Next south of the Masonic Building is the house owned 
by Dr. King. Christopher Mitchell’s house stood on the lot 
next south. The house next south now owned by Mrs. 
Avis Enos was owned by Seth Mitchell. 

On the east side of Union is the house of Andrew M. 
Myrick and his father married a daughter of Christopher 
Mitchell. 

John W. Barrett married another daughter of Mitchell 
and his house stands on Main street next west of Fair 
street. 

David Chadwick’s house stood at the foot of Flora 
street on the east side of Union. 

On the west side of Union in front of William Barnes 
Terrace is a gambrel once owned by Joseph Hamblin. It 
was built probably a few years before 1800. 

On the east side of Union further south is another gam- 
brel for many years owned by Isaac Austin. It was built 
by William Coffin soon after the Revolution. On the shore 
south-east, Coffin built and conducted a Rope Walk that 
was there in 1830. The Austin house in 1906 is occupied 
by William C. Dunham. 


Walnut Lane. Liberty street, north-west corner old house* 
of Francis Macy south to Main street, between houses* of 
Francis Macy, where he lives, and of Judith Worth. 


In 1745 Thomas Macy, who owned the land on both 
sides of Walnut Lane, conveyed the same as follows: That 
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on east side to son Francis; that on the north-west corner 
of Main and Walnut Lane to son Robert; and that north 
with the old house to son Nathaniel. 

Thomas Macy’s land included the land on which stood 
the Burdick house on Main street and the Ewer house on 
Liberty. 

The Robert Macy lot was sold in 1774 to Andrew Worth 
whose widow was Judith. 

Francis Macy must have had two dwellings, the old one 
on Liberty street since demolished and a newer house on 
Main street, the whole or a part of which is said to be the 
ell of the house now on the lot owned by the late Charles 
Henry Webb. 


Warren Street. Orange street, south-east corner house* of 
George Worth, west by house* of Naomi Stratton, south 
of house* of Jeremiah Coleman to Pleasant street. 


This is the first street south of York connecting 
Pleasant and Orange. 


Water Street. South-west corner brick store of William 
Rotch, north in a crooked direction by house of Richard 
Mitchell,* John Elkins,* Jethro Mitchell,* George Hus- 
sey,* Richard Swain, to Chester street and North street 
by house* of Francis Joy. 


It is to be noted that the two streets in recent years 
known as South Water and North Water are here described 
as one continuous way, although there was a decided jog 
at Broad street. 

The store of William Rotch is the building at the foot 
of Main street already described. 

Jethro Mitchell’s house stood at the corner of North 
Water and Ash streets. 
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on east side to son Francis; that on the north-west corner 
of Main and Walnut Lane to son Robert; and that north 
with the old house to son Nathaniel. 

Thomas Macy’s land included the land on which stood 
the Burdick house on Main street and the Ewer house on 
Liberty. 

The Robert Macy lot was sold in 1774 to Andrew Worth 
whose widow was Judith. 

Francis Macy must have had two dwellings, the old one 
on Liberty street since demolished and a newer house on 
Main street, the whole or a part of which is said to be the 
ell of the house now on the lot owned by the late Charles 
Henry Webb. 


Warren Street. Orange street, south-east corner house* of 
George Worth, west by house* of Naomi Stratton, south 
of house* of Jeremiah Coleman to Pleasant street. 


This is the first street south of York connecting 
Pleasant and Orange. 


Water Street. South-west corner brick store of William 
Rotch, north in a crooked direction by house of Richard 
Mitchell,* John Elkins,* Jethro Mitchell,* George Hus- 
sey,* Richard Swain, to Chester street and North street 
by house* of Francis Joy. 


Tt is to be noted that the two streets in recent years 
known as South Water and North Water are here described 
as one continuous way, although there was a decided jog 
at Broad street. 

The store of William Rotch is the building at the foot 
of Main street already described. 

Jethro Mitchell’s house stood at the corner 0 
Water and Ash streets. 
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In 1811 according to the Port-folio this was called Mit- 
chell street because it was inhabited by so many people 
of that name. 

John Elkins’ house stood on the north-east corner of 
North Water and Broad where for many years Mrs. Judith 
J. Fish has conducted a boarding house. 

George Hussey’s house stood at the north-east corner 
of Step Lane, directly east of the Veranda House. 

The Swain House stands next south of Davis Hall’s 
house on the west side, the second house south of the 
corner of Chester street. It was built by Richard Swain 
about 1765. 

The Hall house belonged formerly to Capt. Obed Fitch 
and was built about the same date as the Swain house. 


Washington. Main street, north-east corner store or ware- 
house of Jonathan Burnell, south by stores or warehouses 
of Paul Mitchell, Christopher Mitchell, by west side store 
of Samuel Riddell and houses* of Lydia Giles, Benjamin 
Glover, and so to Newtown Creek. 


The Railroad location south of Candle street is along 
Washington. 


Whale Street. Main street, north-west corner store or ware- 
house of Walter Folger, south by east end house* of Abner 
Briggs and south by house* of Thaddeus Waterman. 


William’s Lane. Orange street, north-east corner house* of 
Jonathan Upham, west by land of Benjamin Jones, 
Ebenezer Swain, George Brown to Pleasant street, near 
lot of Nathaniel Russell in Newtown. 


R Ab 
a fe 


282 


This is the first street west from Orange south of 
junction with Union street. 

The Upham house stood on the south-west corner. The 
lane was opened in 1789. 


Weymouth Lane. Orange street, between houses* of Prince 
Coleman and Joseph Weeks, east by south side house of 
Thomas Varney McCleave to Union street, under the bank. 


This is the first street north of Dover. The Coles- 
worthy house in 1906 owned by S. F. Hosmer is reputed to 
have been built in 1755. The McCleave house was next 
east. 


Wharf Lane. West end old south wharf, south-west corner 
Gideon and Albert Gardner’s candle works, near Abner 
Briggs house,* east by south side old wharf and south 
side of all the stores, warehouses and blacksmith shops, 
by the store of Peter Folger, on the old south wharf, and 
so down old south wharf to Salem street. 


Winter Street. South-east corner house* of Prince Gardner, 
north to Liberty street, by house* of Walter Folger. 


This street opened in 1738 and the lots on the east side 
comprised a region at that date called the Clay Pits, which 
extended nearly to Walnut Lane. 

The Prince Gardner house stood on north side of Main 
street and the property is now owned by his descendants. 

Walter Folger’s house stood on the south-east corner of 
Winter and Liberty. 


York Street. South-east corner house* of Ephraim Coffin, 
west by house* of Armstrong Smith to Pleasant street, 
southward of house* of Joseph Allen. 


This street began at Orange and extended to Pleasant. 
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During a visit to Nantucket in 1881, Mr y 
took photographs of a number of Old hove: nry S. Wyer 
which have now disappeared. To his « oo everal of 
due the fact that it has been po ibl ind zeal is 
work pictures of the John Swain, Paddoc} ent in this 
and Coffin “Horseshoe” houses, the latter } el! Gardner 
ingenuity showing as restored the north photographic 

ner which 


many years ago was destroyed by fire. 
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Atlantic Avenue 
Cyrus Pierce Grammar School 19 


Broad Street 
Whaling Museum 4 
Cato Lane 
Hunt Club & Riding 40 
Center Street 
Methodist Church 31 
Old North Congregational 
Church 33 
Fair Street 
Historical Association 
Quaker Meeting House ! 
Episcopal Church 28 
Federal Street 
St. Mary's Catholic Church 29 


U. S. Post Office 9 
Comfort Station 37 
Town Administration 22 
Harbor View Way 

Children's Beach 14 
Jefferson Avenue 

Bathing Beach 12 
Main Street 

Pacific Club 6 
Pacific National Bank 15 


Old Peoples Home 35 


SACHEM SPRINGS 


KIMBALL AVE. 


New Lane 

Old North Cemetery 5 
North Beach Street 

Town Bathing Beach 13 
Old Cliff Road 

To Golf Club 42 


Orange Street 

U. S. Weather Bureau | 
Unitarian Church 30 
Inquirer & Mirror Newspaper 24 
Nantucket Inst. for Savings 16 
Island Home 27 


Pearl Street 
Nantucket Atheneum or 


Library 10 
Prospect Street 
Old Mill 3 
South Beach Street 
Yacht Club 26 
Tennis Club 4| 


BRUSH ROAD 


South Water Street 


Information Bureau 23 
Fire Station 36 
Dreamland Theatre 25 


Summer Street 
Baptist Church 32 


Sunset Hill off West Chester St. 
Oldest House 2 


Union Street 
Town & Country Building 21 
Telephone Building 20 


S 
a 


Hunt Club end Riding @® 


Vestal Street 
Old Jail & 

House of Correction 7 
Maria Miichell-Observatory 8 
West Chester Street 
Nantucket Hospital 34 
Westminster Street 
Academy Hill Grammar & 


High School 17 
Winter Street 
Coffin School 18 
Bus Terminals 
To Bathing Beach 38 
To Siasconset 39 


Blacked-in Streete indicate paved 
highways leading from Town. 
See insert for further details. 
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Real Estate and Insurance 


Tel, 344 


Nantucket, Mass. 


50 Main St. 


